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have taken a different shape: had that bomb not fallen or
fallen farther off, it would have ended differently; and
if Lena Ashwell had never told Shaw of a delightful
character he felt he must dramatize, we would never have
known that wise old crackpot, Shotover. What may not
be grist to the playwright's mill? Through how small a
chink the wind of inspiration can blow! You never can tell.
(37-41)              BACK TO METHUSELAH
Written in 1918-20. First production by the Theatre Guild
of New York at the Garrick Theatre, New York, beginning on
27th February 1922. First English production by Barry Jackson
at the Birmingham Repertory Theatre, beginning on gth October
1923. First London production by Barry Jackson at the Royal
Court Theatre beginning on i8th February 1924.
Among the First Players.
In America, A. P. Kaye gave a remarkable impersonation of
Lloyd George in the part of Joyce Burge, played in England by Leo
Carroll. Also prominent in the large casts were Cedric Hardwicke
(Haslam, the Archbishop and the He-Ancient), Gwen Ffrang9on-
Davies (Eve and Amaryllis), Albert Bruning (the Elderly Gentleman),
Scott Sunderland (Cain and Ozymandias), Colin Keith-Johnston
(Adam and Pygmalion), and Margaret Chatwin (the Parlour Maid,
Mrs. Lutestring, and Lilith's Ghost).
* I now find myself inspired to make a second legend of Creative
Evolution without distractions and embellishments. I abandon the
legend of Don Juan with its erotic associations, and go back to the
legend of the Garden of Eden. I exploit -the eternal interest of the
philosopher's stone which enables men to live for ever. I am not,
I hope, under more illusion than is humanly inevitable as to my
contribution to the scriptures of Creative Evolution. It is my hope
that a hundred parables by younger hands will soon leave mine as far
behind as the religious pictures of the fifteenth century left behind
the first' attempts of the early Christians at iconography. In that
hope I withdraw and ring up the curtain.'                    G. B, S.
Back to Methuselah is a single work or cycle, consisting
of five plays. These are In the Beginning (4004 B.C.);
The Gospel of the Brothers Barnabas (A.D. 1920); The
Thing Happens (A.D. 2170); Tragedy of an Elderly Gentle-
man (A.D. 3000); and As Far as Thought Can Reach